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achieve the fame which was sought to be thrust on them; but they
were somehow swept into the net, and held up to the admiring gaze
of the world as men of light and leading, who would regard all
municipal questions on their merits, and vote according to their
conscience!
Having formed his "ticket," Mr. Harrison, backed by his allies,
commenced operations on a large scale. Beginning with his own
subordinates, he tackled successively the various departments of the
Secretariat, the Railways, the Indian Medical Service, the Collectors
of Customs and of Land Revenue, and other officials holding import-
ant positions under Government. Pressure and persuasion were
freely employed to get all Justices who hung on their favours, or
feared their frowns, to vote solidly for the "ticket." There were
many, however, including Englishmen, who, while they showed
themselves willing to assist the movement, were anxious to vote for
Pherozeshah in recognition of his great services to the City. In the
words of the leading journal, whose columns were so freely
employed in the service of the cause:
The little campaign which is in progress may or may not be
successful, but if it is successful, it may involve the rejection of a
particular personality. * Please don't do that/ say the waverers.
'Think of his splendid and devoted services to the City. Attack his
followers if you like, but leave him alone. Why, if he was not
elected, it might humiliate him! We disapprove of his domina-
tion, but he must be let alone, because he has done good work,
and means well at heart/ And so they go their way, chanting their
plaintive lay of ' Woodman, spare that tree, touch not a single
bough/ in every place where men do congregate.
The Times of India went on to ask the waverers to remember that
rejection at the polls did not involve in England any personal
humiliation at all. It instanced the cases of Mr. Gladstone, Mr,
Balfour, Sir William Harcourt and Mr. John Morley, and observed
that no one ever thought any the worst of them for their defeat
It was all a part of the game. By such sophistries, the little lingering
doubts of the waverers were swept away. No effort was spared to